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September 2021
Newsletter
latest news and updates
Dear Susan
Welcome to our September newsletter as we commence our new
financial year. The articles featured in this issue have been written
by Pat Maloney (Outdoor Learning), and Max Greenwood, Jeanette
Emery and Lyn Wilkinson (Literacy – Guided Reading). Loch
Mitchell has also provided a progress report on the fantastic
scholarship uptake following his request for assistance in the July
issue. I thank them all for their contributions.
We are pleased to announce that Liz Wilson has recently joined the
Board and will lead the Communications portfolio. Liz was
previously a school principal with the SA Department for Education.
In addition, she has held systemic school support positions focused
on school improvement, capacity building for school leaders, quality
assurance and evaluation. She has been working closely with
Susan Boucher in this transition phase as she moves into the
coordinator’s role.

coordinator’s role.
On the Events front, Guy Wilson and his committee comprising Tim
Ryan, Steve Southwood and Pat Maloney, have been very busy
with the planning for the 10 Year celebratory dinner to be held on
February 11th next year at the National Wine Centre
(NWC). Following a meeting with Jason Bird, General Manager at
NWC last week, we are thrilled to announce that the NWC has
become a partner with AFFLIP as our official Event Sponsor for
next year. Please mark the 11th February in your diaries as it
promises to be a special night for us all.
Alastair Douglas
AFFLIP Chair

Scholarships for School Year 2021-22
GREAT NEWS
The response to our request for scholarship support in the last
newsletter has been fantastic. Thanks so much to our new and

continuing sponsors.
Last school year AFFLIP funded 141 scholarships for Grade 4,5
and 6 scholars, spread across our 15 schools in the Talomo
district. This year that number will increase significantly and we will
most likely sponsor more than 200 scholars (the numbers are being
finalised as we go to press!).
This large increase is due in no small way, to a number of new
sponsors coming on board, notably companies such as Haighs and
Finstro, as well as several new individual and family donors.
Together with our large number of loyal, continuing sponsors, we
are now in great shape to support many more scholars than we had
envisaged.
As we all understand, the schooling situation in the Philippines
remains tough because of Covid-19 restrictions with no direct
classroom teaching possible until January 2022 at the earliest.
Accordingly, our scholarship funds will again be used to provide all
new Grade 4 scholars with a tablet and sim card to enable internet
based learning from home. The Grade 5 and 6 scholars will receive
school related supplies to enable work from home and a transition
back to their classrooms during the next school year.
The date for the start of the next school year was reset from 23
August to 13 September. We are currently advising all sponsors of
their scholar details for the 2021-22 school year.
Thanks again for your wonderful support for the scholarship
program.
Loch Mitchell
Scholarship Coordinator

Outdoor Learning in the Environment
Project Prospers Despite Lockdown
Pat Maloney, AFFLIP OLEP Coordinator

The Outdoor Learning in the
Environment Project (OLEP)
has continued to prosper in the
Talomo District, even with the
Philippine schools in lockdown.
The OLEP initiative was
commenced by AFFLIP in
2016 with funding from the
fund established in memory of
Di and John Harris and has
continued with support from
AFFLIP sponsors.
The Philippine schools have
been in lock down much of last
year and all of this year, with
students learning remotely
from home, which has made it
impossible for students to use
the outdoor environment at
school for learning. Despite
this, the Talomo schools have
been very active in OLEP.
Teachers have used the
lockdown as an opportunity to
develop a range of learning
opportunities in English,
Maths, Science and Health.
They have written lesson plans
incorporating outdoor learning
and have shared these plans
across the schools and the
district. The existing outdoor
learning structures, which were
funded by AFFLIP, have been
maintained, with lawns mowed
and structures repaired or

and structures repaired or
painted where necessary.
Teachers and school leaders
have promoted OLEP across
the Philippine Education
system by publishing their
curriculum materials and their
research findings.
Recently, a group of Talomo Educators were interviewed by Central
Philippine Education Media on their research and success in using
OLEP as a means of fostering student participation, enjoyment of
school and learning outcomes. A number of Talomo teachers have
been recognized with District awards for their research in OLEP
and their demonstration of student success.
AFFLIP recently conducted a Professional Development session
via zoom on OLEP for 15 School Heads, 15 OLEP Coordinators
and two District Supervisors. The session was conducted by Nicole
Miller a PHD student at the University of South Australia who has
researched extensively on the advantages of OLEP both locally
and across the world. Nicole highlighted the advantages of OLEP
as found by her personal research with 50 schools in South
Australia and her review of 20 studies of international research.
These benefits include improved mental health, connection with
nature, cognitive development in problem solving and critical
thinking and improved student academic outcomes. She also
highlighted enablers (things that supported OLEP) and barriers
experienced by educators in S.A. She explained the
recommendations for best practice as advised by a panel of
experts in SA.

In response to Nicole’s presentation, the Talomo educators gave
their perspective on the information presented. They spoke of the
growing popularity of OLEP across the Philippines and the fact that
workshops had been run by Talomo schools across the District.
Some spoke on the advantages of OLEP for students with learning
difficulties. Many spoke on the advantages they had found in OLEP
including student enjoyment and excitement, increased
participation, problem solving, increase in student decision making,
ability to compose and deconstruct in English. Some spoke of the
high level of parental support and the beautification of the school
yard as a result of the OLEP structures.
Information was given on initiatives such as giving learning clues
on school stairs and walls in schools with limited outdoor space. A
number gave examples where they had developed contextualized
learning materials for use with their students. Consideration will be
given as to how they can use OLEP processes in remote learning
so students can use their outdoor home environment for learning.
All participants were keen to implement new learning strategies
when students return to school (hopefully in the new year) and to
continue developing new outdoor structures to assist student
enjoyment and learning.
AFFLIP has set more funds aside for the next year to support our

Talomo schools with their outdoor learning initiatives and to help
them publish and disseminate their learning materials. We hope
also to run further conferences by Zoom and, when able, to run
them face to face.
AFFLIP is funding further
OLEP structures in 13 Schools
thanks to $6300 donated by
Finstro, our new major
sponsor. This $6300 is part of
the $25000 donated by Finstro
this year.

Book Box Scheme Launched
in Talomo District Schools
Max Greenwood, Jeanette Emery and Lyn Wilkinson
The Literacy Professional Development Portfolio, in consultation
with the Literacy Technical Working Group (TWG) in the Talomo
District, has embarked on an exciting project to implement Guided
Reading using Book Boxes in Year 4 and Year 5 classrooms.
It is hoped that Guided Reading, a proven contemporary way of
explicitly teaching reading, accompanied by book boxes which
contain multiple copies of exciting books at a range of reading
levels, will engage and connect students with reading. It will also
provide them with the much needed children’s books required for
literacy improvement.

San Lorenzo Elementary School has been identified as the pilot

San Lorenzo Elementary School has been identified as the pilot
school to launch the project. Principal Ernesto Ambayen, Year 5
teacher Cherryl Tagra and Year 4 teacher Imeeh Duray have been
enthusiastically engaged in a number of on-line professional
development sessions which have introduced the pedagogy of
Guided Reading with direction from AffLIP Literacy portfolio leaders
Lyn Wilkinson, Jeanette Emery and Max Greenwood.
The programme has several phases: After an evaluation of the
pilot, and assuming it is positive, all Year 4-5 classes will
commence Guided Reading in San Lorenzo, then this site will be
used as a demonstration school for the remaining fourteen schools
in the cluster. Lead teachers from San Lorenzo will open up their
classrooms for observation of Guided Reading and support other
sites to implement the same in the final stages of the programme.

AFFLIP was fortunate to have Magic Libraries, a Geneva based
philanthropic organisation, sponsor our work with reading in the
Philippines. Magic Libraries has very generously provided $20 000
to supplement AFFLIP’s provision of books and resources for
guided reading. As part of their philosophy Magic Libraries
encourages the support of local businesses and we have been
fortunate to place our initial book orders with a Manila book
company.

AFFLIP Ten Year Celebration
AFFLIP will be ten years old in 2022!
Many of you have been with us
since we first started and have
continued to support our
programs, others have joined
us on the journey in later years
and have also made a great
contribution. We want this
event to be a celebration for all
our members, including
present and past Board
members and patrons, and our
program partners.
Guy Wilson (Events Coordinator) and his committee are planning a
great night and we will have more details in due course. For the
moment please save the date.

Save the date
Friday, 11th February 2022 at The National Wine
Centre

The AFFLIP 10 Year Anniversary Dinner will be held at The
National Wine Centre, corner of Hackney Road and North Terrace
Adelaide. Its unique surroundings, nestled in the heart of the
Botanic Gardens make it the perfect location for such a celebration.
We sincerely hope that you can join us to mark this significant
milestone for AFFLIP.

Interested in supporting
AFFLIP's work?
We would love to hear from you.
Click on the link below if you want
to learn more about AFFLIP's work.

Contact Us

Alastair Douglas AFFLIP Chair
0407 979 251
Check out AFFLIP's website
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